
LSA Membership Meeting 

October 23, 2019 

Board members present: Derek Buse, Joan Ellsworth, Sharon Cody, Art Baddorf, Don 
Goodman, Mike Hess, Valerie Baddorf 

Meeting began 6:12pm 

Speakers: 

Rod Topel, newly appointed fire chief for South Whatcom with 30-plus years experience,  was 
introduced. He is prioritizing community involvement. Samish Way fire station is staffed 24 
hours a day. Volunteering has changed; takes 9 ½ months of continuous training to be a 
firefighter. Residents are welcome to attend monthly meetings at Geneva Fire Station. 

Sue Madsen, restoration ecologist, and her colleague Banks Miller from Skagit Fisheries 
Enhancement Group talked about aquatic invasive species such as water lilies and yellow flag 
iris in Friday Creek. Though based in Skagit County, this non-profit entity is our regional group 
because our lake flows into their area. Best way to eradicate AIS is by starting at farthest 
point upstream as new plants can root from a small piece of the plant that may drift 
downstream. Hence an eradication program for Friday Creek would start in Lake Samish. 
There is no program in place yet but they are gauging community interest, and are willing to 
come back at a later date to give more info on plant identification and eradication. They 
discourage use of herbicides, preferring mostly manual eradication (eg. digging up iris, 
collecting seed pods, cutting off plants with rake and blade). They will also plant native 
species. They will apply for grant and facilitate Americorps workers for up to six days next 
summer if there is sufficient support from the community. They have been organizing a huge 
effort on Nooksack River eradicating knotweed. Volunteer sign-up sheet was circulated, with 
Joan Ellsworth as contact person. 

Election for LSA board of directors: 

Ballots were distributed (one per household). 

Candidates introduced themselves (one minute each). 

Nominations from floor—none.  

2 non-board volunteers and 2 board members counted the votes. 

Results were announced: Art Baddorf, Don Goodman, Janet Monk won the contested positions. 

Vice President – Eric McHenry 
Treasurer – Sharon Cody 
Communications Chair – Micah Ping 
Issues Chair – Laurie Henley 
Support Chair – Kate Fadden 



Technology Chair – Josh Bremmerer 
At-Large #1 – Gary Baker, Don Goodman* 
At-Large #2 – Kristi Cohen, Janet Monks* 
Alternate Support Chair – Bruce Brown 
Alternate Issues Chair – Art Baddorf*, Paul Joostens 
Alternate Communications Chair – Maia Bremmerer 

Upcoming events: 

Share Your Passion (travel presentations) 

Game night 

Lake Samish beer/wine glasses to be made available—see Kathy Ploeger 

Witches in the Water (stand-up paddlers) will take place on Sunday starting from The Point)—
Mary Walker is contact person 

Break-ins have been happening lately into cars and garages around the lake. White Japanese-
make car has been associated with them. 

Yoga at fire hall--Michaela wants to offer. 

Wreath-making event at Lutherwood Dec 1—Amy will send out info. 

History wall taking donations—Jerry Johnson is contact person. 

Garden group—Joan Ellsworth organizes. 

Meeting ended at 7:25 and potluck ensued. 

Submitted by Valerie Baddorf 




